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President’s Report 
 
Thank you Friends! It occurred to us during this past 
year that we don’t do enough to thank our generous 
members. We have a core of volunteers who take care 
of the business of keeping a small non-profit group alive 
and we appreciate and thank them. We also have a lar-
ger group of members who donate money to support our 
library through the purchase of new material (above and 
beyond what is provided by the library system) and by 
underwriting library programs. Many civic and cultural 
organizations acknowledge their donors publicly and we 
want to do that, too. So in this newsletter you will see a 
list of our generous supporters. Without getting too com-
plicated in using our computer software programs, we 
present a simple list of our members who made dona-
tions above the basic membership level. We apologize in 
advance if we’ve left your name off the list. Please let us 
know and we’ll correct our records. 
 
Chalk one up for the “squeaky wheel” theory of change. 
A second catalog computer will be installed in the Inde-
pendence Branch. In our last BiblioFILe we described  

 
the need for a second catalog computer and the frustra-
tion of library patrons when the single existing catalog 
computer was unavailable. The Friends lobbied library 
staff and administrators at Central for another catalog 
computer. As computers at the Central library are being 
updated and replaced, one of the older computers will be 
moved to the Independence Branch and dedicated to 
catalog use. The Friends thank all the library employees 
who helped facilitate this change. 
 
We are planning our annual open house for Friends 
members and for all supporters of the Independence 
Branch on April 7th. This is our annual get together 
where we review the year’s activities and elect new offi-
cers. It’s time for a change in leadership and we’d like to 
increase the involvement of the many talented individu-
als in our community. Of all the worthy causes you can 
contribute your time to we hope one that supports your 
local public library will be high on your list. We invite your 
participation. For more information on how you can help, 
contact us at indyfriends@verizon.net. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Author Podcasts! 
Michael Pollan, Ruth Rosen, John Richard-
son, Anthony Bourdain, Joseph J. Ellis, Beth 
Wenger, Oliver Sacks, Carl Bernstein, Bill 
Bryson, Paul Krugman, Gary Kasparov and 
more! 
 
Visit the Free Library of Philadelphia’s Web-
site to download author lectures and listen to 
them on your computer or portable listening 
device. First, log on to www.freelibrary.org 
and then click on “Author Events”. Next, 
click on the “Free  Library Podcast” link and 
follow the posted instructions to start down-
loading. 

 

Friends Annual Meeting and 
Open House 

 
Please mark your calendar for 6:00 pm, 
Monday, April 7, 2008, for the Friends an-
nual open house.  Join with us as we dis-
cuss the Friends’ work during the past year, 
plan for the year to come and elect new offi-
cers. 
 
This is also your opportunity to ask ques-
tions of library staff and learn more about all 
that the Free Library offers.  

 

mailto:indyfriends@verizon.net
http://www.freelibrary.org/


Thank You All for Your Generous Support in 2007! 
 

 
James Abel   
James Akerberg   
Rosemary Ambrosi   
Joseph Baker   
Robert Baker & James 
D. Calnan 
Lorraine Bartha   
Ivy Bayard   
Walter Bayer   
Nancy Beere   
Joan Behr   
Ric Ben-Safed   
Virginia Bestwick   
Francine & Aaron Beyer   
Jean Bodine   
Linda Booker   
See Hope Victor 
Bowerman   
Dale Brazale   
Melvin J Buckman   
Michael Carasik   
Phyllis Carpenter   
Victor & Bobbie 
Carpiniello   
Fred J. Carrier   
Debbie and Alan 
Casnoff   
Dianne Chambless   
Jennifer Chang   
Nelly and Scott 
Childress   
Morris Chomitz   
Natalie & Herbert Cohn   
John Condello   
James & Janet Cooke   
Martha Cornog   
Zoe Coulson   
Paul & Mary Coyne   
B. J. & Howard Creskoff   
Juan Crespo   
Tom Culbreth   
Dan Dagle & Matthew 
Drozd, Jr 
Marianne Das   
In memory of Marianne 
Das   
Ruth & John DeCou   
Matthew DeJulio   
Murray Dessner   
Robert Devoe   
Bobbi Drew   
Drs. Jeremy & Karen 
Dugosh   

Selma & J. Michael 
Dzuba   
Vivienne Lambert Ehret   
Cynthia J & James 
Eiseman   
Alissa Ellis   
James Engelbart   
Marilyn Engle   
Arthur Etchells   
Muriel Ettlinger   
Michael Faucher   
Myrna Field   
Byron Fink   
Joseph Freedman   
Nancy & Stanley Frenze   
Margaret Gale   
Sam Garst   
Mark Gatti   
Debbie Gaugush   
John Gilbert   
Janie & Lew Gill   
Davida Ginsberg   
Maxine Gitlin   
Neal Gorman   
Gayle Green   
Helaine & Jack 
Greenberg   
Nancy Gross   
Lee Gutman 
Mr & Mrs Philip 
Haberman   
Nancy Halpern   
Emy & Michael Halpert   
John and Meg Harkins   
Judith and Palmer Hartl   
Janice Hays   
Charlotte Heller   
Frank Hing   
David Homsher   
Mary Anne Hunter   
Linda and Milt Israel   
Zhe Zhou Jiang   
Barbara Johnston   
Lois Kaalund   
Randi Kamine   
Malcolm Kates   
Ellen Kaye   
Sarah & Frank Kern   
Bette Jane Kleinbard   
Jerome & Bernice 
Kligerman   
George Koch   
Lyn R. Kremer   

Ann & John Ku   
Rabbi William & Emily 
Kuhn   
Christine Landers   
Laura Lane   
Suzanne Lewis   
Sylvia & Norman 
Lieberman   
Robin Lung   
Patricia Ma   
Laurie & Jeffrey 
Magid/Miller   
Lilyan Maitin   
Robert Mark   
Alexis Berg Marmar   
Marciene and Herman 
Mattleman   
Margaret McDonough   
Neil & Elizabeth 
McLaughlin   
William McNett & 
Christopher Malios 
De Martini Family 
Herman Milner   
Mom's Club   
Martha Moore   
William S Mulherin   
Maxine Munter   
Ray Murphy & Joel 
Nichols 
Dean and Nancy Nance   
Barbara Oldenhoff   
Hugh O'Neill   
Paul & Gaye Painten   
Douglas Pappajohn   
PFLAG  
Philadelphia Film Soci-
ety  
Shirley Pincus   
Judy Platt   
Jeanne C Pond   
Joe Luis Ramos   
Ellen Ravin   
Kenneth Richman   
Sherif Roach   
Debby Robinson   
Jean Rodenberger   
Marcia Rogers   
Lou and Laura Romano   
Lila Roomberg   
Tania & Tom Rorke   
Don & Lynne Rosenblitt   
J Randall Rosensteel   

Dan Rothermel & 
Michael Hairston 
Ellis Rubin   
Jill & Gerald Russin   
E. Ruth Sachs   
Gail K Sacks   
Reuben H. Saideman   
Susan Salkowitz   
Marinda Schwartz   
Ellen Schwartz   
Liza & Jonathan Seltzer   
Marie Shew   
Robert Sieczkiewicz   
Helene Silberg   
Jack Silverberg & Joy 
Hockman 
Dolores K. Sloviter   
David & Carol 
Smallwood   
Richard R. Smith   
Mina Smith-Segal   
Hal & Carol Sox   
Paula Spielberg   
Philip & Joan Steel   
Jan & Constantine 
Stephano   
David & Dorothy 
Stevens   
Hostvedt Stoiber Family 
Becky Stoloff   
Lynne & Bertram Strieb   
Mary Sturdivant   
Lillian Tabas   
UCI Architects   
Norma Vandyke   
Dr Hope Victor & Dan 
Bowerman 
Russ Wagner   
Richard & Fen-ching 
Wainstein   
Anne M. Walsh   
Evelyn Wankoff   
Devora Wigrizer   
Sandra & Thomas 
Williams   
Dolphine & John Wilson   
Jenny Wong 
De Wyngaert Family 
May Yoke   
Mamie L. Young   

 
 
 

 



 
Suggestions for Winter (or anytime) Reading from Friends and Staff 

 
The Memory Keeper's Daughter by Kim Edwards 
Debut novel I kept reading until finished. In 1964 a snow 
storm forces husband and doctor to deliver twins from 
his wife in his office.  Son is fine but daughter has 
Down's syndrome.  He asks his nurse to take the daugh-
ter to an institution.  Instead the nurse raises the daugh-
ter on her own, in another city! Suggested by Lee Gut-
man, Friends’ Book Sale committee chair. 
 
Become a Better You: 7 Keys to Improving Your Life 
by Joel Osteen 
Osteen offers seven simple yet profound action steps 
that will help readers discover the better things they 
were born for... their individual purpose and destiny. 
Suggested by Lee Payne, Independence Staff 
 
The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four 
Meals by Michael Pollan  
An investigative journalist looks at four types of meals 
and traces them from the table back to their origins in 
soil and sun. Suggested by Joe Baker, Friends’ presi-
dent 
 
The Devil in the White City by Eric Larson.  
A fascinating history of the 1893 World's Fair, combining 
the stories of the architect who was the mastermind be-
hind it and a serial killer who used the fair to lure his vic-
tims. Suggested by Tom Culbreth, Friends’ treasurer 
 
Code of Conduct by Rich Merritt 
Don Hawkins has spent the better part of his life as a 
U.S. Marine.  Ten years now since his lover died in Bei-
rut Don falls headlong for Patrick, a handsome young 
helicopter pilot. As their relationship develops, Don lets 
his guard down--in potentially dangerous ways because 

forces are at work in the Naval Investigative Service, in 
Congress, and even in the bars and clubs that Don 
views as his turf, with a vicious agenda that will have un-
foreseen consequences... From Amazon.com. Sug-
gested by Lee Payne, Independence Staff 
 
The Crossworder’s Gift and A Crossword Murder & 
others in the series by Nero Blanc 
Mystery series often involve a gimmick (e.g., the alpha-
bet, cooking, etc.). The one here is crossword puzzles. 
The two protagonists are a newspaper crossword editor 
and a former police detective. Suggested by Bill 
Clossey, Independence Staff 
 
Train Man--Densha Otoko by Hitori Nakano and Hide-
nori Hara 
A Boy meets a girl on a subway of Tokyo. He posts an 
urgent query on the web--How to steal her heart? His 
pals on the web forum respond amazingly. It's a multi- 
media Japanese fairy tale romance. Eventually pub-
lished in book format to become a best seller, a block-
buster movie, a hit TV series, as well as a manga adap-
tation of a whole online community longing for love. 
Suggested by Julien Lee, Independence Staff 
 
The Magical Life of Long Tack Sam by Ann Marie 
Fleming 
A fascinating scrapbook-told journey of a multi-ethnic 
filmmaker to find her Chinese magician grandfather--and 
her own roots. Later in 2008, look for The Fortune 
Cookie Chronicles, by Jennifer 8. Lee, more than you 
ever imagined about Chinese restaurants and why for-
tune cookies nearly broke the Power Ball lottery in 2005. 
(Yes, that's her middle name, 8.) Suggested by Martha 
Cornog, Friends’ secretary 

 
 

Join the Friends of the Independence Branch Library! 
Your membership or extra donation helps the library offer enhanced services to our commu-
nity. Basic membership is $10. We welcome your additional contribution. 

 □ $10 □ $25 □ $50 □ $100 or more 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________Zip___________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________ _________________________ 
 (We only send email a few times a year and never share email addresses.) 

Please mail this form to: 
Friends of the Independence Branch Library 
18 South 7th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

The official registration and financial information of the 
Friends of the Free Library of Philadelphia may be ob-
tained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by call-
ing toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Regis-
tration does not imply endorsement. 



 
Event Highlights at the Independence Branch Library  

Call 215 685-1633 to confirm programs 
For a complete listing check the branch calendar at http://www.library.phila.gov/
 
Chess Club every Monday, 4:30 to 6:00 pm 
 
Tai Chi Demonstration for Kids, February 22 at 4:00 
pm 
 
Chinese Lion Dance Performance, February 13 at 
12:30 pm 
 
Toddler Story Hour for children ages 1-4 years with 
parent/caretaker, Tuesdays at 10:30 am 
 
Knitting Class, February 20, 5:30-7:30 pm 
 
One Film, in partnership with One Book, One Phila-
delphia presents Steven Spielberg’s Empire of the 
Sun, March 1 at 2:00 pm 
 
One Book, One Philadelphia Book Discussion of 
What is the What by Dave Eggers for adults and 
teens, Monday, February 25 at 5:30 pm 

Chinese Tutoring – join this free Chinese language 
class, Saturdays, 2:00 – 3:00 pm 
 
Chinese Web Class – Learn about computers with a 
teacher who speaks Chinese, Fridays 1:00-2:00 pm 
 
English as a Second Language Class. No preregis-
tration required, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00 – 
3:30 pm 
 
United States Citizenship classes in Chinese – call 
for more information, Mondays and Wednesdays, 
1:00 – 3:00 pm 
 
United States Citizenship Classes in English, 
Wednesday, February 27 3:30-4:30 Please call the li-
brary at 215 685-1633 to register. 

 
 
 

Friends of the Independence Branch Library 
18 South 7th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Joe Baker 
Acting President 
Martha Cornog 
Secretary 
Tom Culbreth 
Treasurer 
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